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CAPTAIN J. E. DAVIS, R.N.
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NOTE.

CarraiNy JouNn Epwarp Davis, R N'
this interesting letter, entered HM.
at the age of thirteen, and at the da
second master of the Zerror, havm
Samarang, Blonde, Beagle and nﬁ
charts and drawings in connection w h this
tion were very highly appreciated by- the Admir

After employment in England, -= and |

land on the coast survey, he was appom bed

Assistant to the H ydrographer, from which t
retired shortly before his death in 1877.

He did some usefy] htera,ry work, and the :
Azimuth Tableg’

the present time,

Lonpon, 1901



H.M.S. Terror, or¥ CAPE HORN :
April 11th, 1842,

DearesT EMILY— ‘
Tris immense sheet of paper almost frightens

me ; and whether I shall fill it I cannot say, but wﬁ
try. In the first place, I am quite well and ough J e
be quite happy—and so I really am, but terribly out
of spirits; but I thank the Almighty God w
His infinite mercy, has permitted me to 1
once more to you, for we have had
though successful cruise, and have I

most apparently miraculous escapes t
of any naval history in the world Ean
that that has thrown us all in such lc
I should be quite unfitted to relate ﬁe}_
adventures, but I have them in a kir
which I kept, and from that I shall faithfall
$0 you must not take this letter as the |
present mood, but as I felt at the time. ':':‘:‘
other better filling up of these memo sha
Ulustrate it for your amusement with :niy e
nk, and so give you a better idea of our
than the best written descriptions. :

I wrote to you from the Bay of M L

twice ; and promised to write a fmweﬂ =
Lhﬂtham Island, but as we did nat "




course | could not. We
Islands on the 23rd November las

tompany, separated. She gave
made the signal, «

all.” We started under g

of the dinghy. He was
biggest man in the expedition

characters that by his jokes kept the mess continy-
ally laughing round him, * While lying there, | had
one trip up the river to the potato gmun'ds' of ﬁﬁ&f
of the chiefs, « Pomare,” one of the last of ’r
cannibals, for not many years ago he in a rage :
one of his slaves and ate her. I believe they have

%

i
not entirely given over the custom yet ; of course aﬂﬁ%

» and one of thoge jovial

those that have embraced the Christian religion ha.#eg.
and 1t is to be hoped soon that it will be but a “taler S
of olden times.” A Roman Catholic bishop and some
priests had arrived there ; and I think it will be ve St
detrimental to the advance of Christianity, as f
natives are shrewd and very justly say, ¢
am 1 to believe, one tells me one thing and
another.” But I think our missionaries, if well suf :
ported, will hold well the ground t:hey :-
although the other religion, with its pomp 8
forgiveness of sins, is more likely tu I
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savages than the unaffected doctrine of our own.
11']|iLI11 we were there the iriﬂhnp l’:]mllunged Mr.
Williams (the principal missionary) to a conference
before the natives, to be held in the native language,
in support of their respective faiths, and some of our
officers attended. Mr. Williams was certainly vie-
torious, which was more than was expected, for the
Roman was a very clever man and had the gift of the
gab certainly ; but one of the natives, when appealed
to by him, said sarcastically that the bishop gave them
very good blankets, whereas Mr. Williams always
sold them. That created almost g laugh against the
bishop, but the meeting was very well conducted ; the
natives attended with their Bibles and Testaments,
and on being referred to immediately found out the
chapter and verse with great facility. Mr. Williams
asked them if he had mnot told them from the first
that other sects would arise, and quoted several pass-
ages to which they referred with great precision. In
the end the bishop unfortunately forgot the meekness
and patience of a churchman and on seeing that he
lost ground lost his temper with it, which, the natives
seeing, did his cause more harm than good. But all
these disputes do us good, whichever way they end.
I must get away from the Bay of Islands or :
fll this sheet, large as it is, without getting .
further on our crujse, e
Well, we sailed on the 22nd
very sea-sick ; we had been with lit
sIX months in harbour, andpj X7
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never entirely get over it; I am very unfortunate iy
that way. On the 24th a man fell overboard from
the ZLrebus, and although there was a heavy geq
running he got hold of the life-buoy and was saved,
We found out afterwards that he had jumped oyer.
board to escape punishment which he richly deserveq,
They have been too lenient, for I believe fu]ly m
severity in the beginning is lenity in tha@ﬂﬂ oY
ever, he got his deserts. That ship is arly i
such good order as this ship ; there i 13_ 'i" ch fami-
liarity between the men and the oﬁ o please me
and that strikes at the root of all disei
We had two 25ths of Nﬂ?emb%
days in the same week owing to o
180th degree of longitude, and of
me a day older ; however, I shall not
day : one thing, we are cheated
We could not go into Chatham Islan
very thick and foggy and it was blow
passed within a quarter of a mile of sor
called the Sisters. They must be
in their longitude, for by our I‘E'Gkﬂ.
clear of them. It was fﬂrtunate fﬂr u

visited Chatham Island in a manne;l;
be very agreeable. We passed t]:l,m I
50th Nmember Our ﬂbjecb was
far as 150° W. , and then prﬂcegd
on that mendmn About the lq
It became sensibly colder, and a

'f:l' :
o



at New Zealand we felt cold with the thermometer
at 35°. We becan worsted socks and cloves then.
About this time the ship was very uncomfortable,
owing to the captain being very much out of temper
and the gun-room officers quarrelling amongst them-
selves. They all succumb to the first lieutenant in a
disgraceful way. There is a vast difference between
respect due to a man’s rank and succumbing to his
whims and fancies. I am very glad I do not mess
with him. I am very content here where there are
only three of us and no superiority, although I cannot
sav that they are what I should choose ; but I might
have had worse, and conceive it my duty to yield in
some measure. We have got a very good rule, that
is, if two of us quarrel and do not speak the third
1s not to speak to those two till they have made it
up. However we have not had occasion to put that
n force yet, and hope we shall not.

We now had light but fair wind and very foggy,
which kept us constantly beating gongs, firing, and
ringing bells to keep company with the Erebus. On
the 15th we were in Lat. 58° and congratulated our-
selves on having made such progress and anticipated
such great things; in fact, what we did last time was

to be nothing to it. The next day we fell mwxﬂl th& e

first ice, consisting of large bergs, muny
passed. I think the ﬁrst sight of a larg

one of the most mag nt ar

but the novelty soon

at 4 o'clock on the
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whieh womueh favther to the northward Lhan we

i
VY traleg

inther Was now
heaubtiful, hut eold, the temperature helow the

lnst season, for e this latitade then we had "

L Fiai
.II“i alove somae ol onr lm.‘lf.!. F}Il‘ wi

f'r{-.uy:ing

ry trouhje.
some and annoying ; 1 tried to keep them away by

sonking my feet with rum every night, but to no
purp ],-I,-, I you had met me at this time you would
not have known your |rrnL|H‘:!‘; my }IﬂiI‘WﬂH very lfmg1I
and T had allowed my beard to grow all round under
my chin for warmth ; thick boots and Jim Crow hat,
wiil.h nocheck shirt n.|f-ug{.!t'.}l{}r we all eut, very PI‘Etrty'
figures, hike a magquerade, such a ‘Fﬂl‘iﬂt}i’ of costumes.
About this time the eat gave me a gﬂ(}d lungjnb by
geltting into my drawer in the captain’s eabin and
learing some of my charts ; she tore six, but fortu-
nately not of much consequence as they were soon
1'1~|u|_i|'n-||. We were now ::nntit‘.llm"y Eﬂ.iling thrnugh
e, perfectly threading the needle, and the ice scraping
along her sides kept a continual noise like distant
thunder, |‘]\.-'l-|‘y now and then she would E'ﬁ!‘ﬂl@_
heavily against a pieco that would make her
noaim,  On the 1Oth the ecat I.}['Eﬁﬂntﬁd us ~ e
very e l-.'i[tt'nh'; we made a hﬁd Df IS |

the berth, for it was very cold for them,

event ag that, yOu may lillilll{ Ilﬂth.i -_f_;__-_'-
8 o great deal, for a kitten
tony of such a cruise ag this, i
warmed clean plate to U.aptain_"_”
the next day. e

P”iul, | then had f-l|'r”l]u.ir1H, whiuh were ve




On Dees 28nd the we became maeh thicker and
heavier, that i, i larger masses, so that the naviga-
tion beeame much move dithentt, and we were obliged Im
hore—that s, pressing the ship through., Hnm;dinnm
wir irlj n]-.'-ll:u_[-thh* nopece of 1we without li\li\‘illg fur
half an hour, at other times going through channels
al irat not the breadth ol the Hhip‘ bhut hy nmking
aail regularly forco our way through. 1t would per-
footly astonish you could you see the immense masses
we in this mannor shove out of the way, Again at
other times wo had to shove her l.loug with polﬂl';
this 1s very tedions work as well as slow,

On the 22nd we got soundings with 1700 fathoms,
and the 28vd we made fast to a floe and watered the
ship.  While fast weo killed a seal of the hair Kind,
ruught threo pmlglliuﬂ of a kind unknown, and shot
lots of white birds, These birds are only found in
the antarctio regions 3 the proper name of them is, 1
holiove, Procellaric wees i they are beauntifully white
like the snow itself, 1 have got a couple stutfed,

On Christmas Day we were in Lat, 65°, but
hlooked up by the ice, just sailing round a pool of
wator.  We all dined with the ecaptain, 1 thought of
you all on that day, and drank your health. 1
|1wturml you all mtuug muuti th& ﬁn
wondering what I WA i
ting with you on t
80 unut lmh o
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and the nust on the 'L or o froze S it fal)
i T | o | o=
tl.
[h:‘l‘:' Wis '.{.'IH_':!" .

S ang
1" 0o fﬂtll[H;I o IHHIH:,* “”"h“”l L, t) %
N - T Thepe
not b Iy room to work, wo Maide st to ] &
; P . e 0 Sam
‘El‘t‘l‘ ‘I l-. \. : -| o ‘.
| ot e, and of course being only gly

apart there was a oreat deal of ‘riHiting, or

to walk across the 1ce to get to the Eﬁ,&"& S0 W
I”"Tl“‘”‘“‘t to see the Old Year out ang the New Yeqp
o style on the 81st. I dined on board the Evehus,
and after dinner Hooker (the assistant surgeon of ),
Frebus) and myself went on the jee and eut oyt iy
hard snow the figure of a woman, which we callod oy,
* Venus de Mediel.”  She was made sitting down and
about cight feet long, and as the snow froze very hand
she remained perfect till we left the floe. 1 assure
you that (although | says it as shouldn’t) it was not
badly executed, and was the cause of a good deal of
fun, and was much eriticised ; after that we eleared
away a room by cutting down to the solid ice. and
built a table in it, on which to drink the Old Year out
and the New Yearin, At a fow minutes before twelve
you would have been stunned with the noise that was
made, cach ship trving to beat the uthﬂr-—blﬂ“’illﬂ_ Saa
ol horns, lwnlin:_:' of gongs, Ht]llmﬂiug Df *' S 2
men took the latter under their a 0
make a noise), and all kinds of - 1abo
ab twelve 1t was inereased b}l‘ N
two hells, which is called r ging
Wo then all (I mean the offic
at our refreshment room
where the two eaptains ':
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was in high H|+i|'f'[~l, shakine hands with M’E*T‘}'hr:ﬂ_‘u’ and
wishing them a Happy New Year. He then drank the
health of all our men (for they were all up), the hands
having been turned up to “ Splice the main brace.”
They then cheered him, and the same thing was done
by Captain Crozier to the Frebus, and after some
more drinking and cheering we separated for the night,
or morning.

On New Year's Day I wished you all many many
happy returns of it; and my dear mother, I hope
she will see many more, and may she never have
cause to complain of any of her children, and may
they (myself included) never fail in their duty
and love towards her. Well, after breakfast we
received our New Year’s Gift from the Queen, that is
a jacket, pair trowsers, two pairs boot hose, two com-
forters, two pairs mittens, one red shirt, a Welsh
wig, a knife, and some thread, the boots being re-
served for next year. So my kit will be increased
considerably in quantity. The red shirts are very
handy as they last a fortnight ; I have not had on a
white shirt since I left the Bay of Islands. We all
dined together in the gun-room, and after dinner, at
about eight in the evening, we all went to a ball on
the ice, a ball-room haﬂng been prevmusly eut, mﬁh

three silk Union Jaﬂkﬂ besides
g, I assure yﬂn;:_-.-_f :
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an inn) : one was “ The Erebus and Terror.” and the
other, rigeged on a boat-hook staff and an

i{!ﬂhﬂxfr
[nru_u:vnh‘li the ll:_‘[“l't) of H;!l'l'hllﬁ 1n one eo

'ner apd

Britannia 1in another, and something else equally fipe

I's Df diﬂﬂemment
to decipher what they were intended to represent.

But in the centre was painted “ The Pilgrims of
Ocean,” and on the reverse (but I ought not t,
mention that as it was rather egotistical, but it was
copied from the Quarterly Review ’), “The Pioneers
of Science,” at which Captain Ross was greatly
amused.  On the signal being given (a gun from the
FLrchus) the two captains made their appearance
(under a rather irregular salute of musketry from a
party of the men rigged as a guard of honour) and
took their seats on a raised snow sofa, and soon after
the ball commenced. Of course Captain Crozier and
Miss Ross opened the ball with a quadrille; after
that we had reels and country dances. Ices and
refreshments were handed round, the former in the
greatest profusion (the boatswain of the _'
performing the part of host under the title of Mr.
Boniface). You would have langhed q

of us, with thick overall boots on, dar
and slipping about, and all the fllll # vl

on. Ladies

in the others, but it puzzled my powse

fainting with cigars
cure which the gentlemen would polite]
Plece of ice down her back. Bat iii
"Boz” to give any idea of the mdinl

was bevond all description, and the |



§3,

there was not an ill word the whole time, although
there were some very heavy falls and many a sore
face from the blows of the snowballs. All was taken
in good part, and, as the Vicar of Wakefield says,
“ What was wanting in wit was made up in laughter.”
No accident oceurred to me, without I may mention
that a lady burnt the back of my hand with a cigar.
[n the next room some of the men were playing
“ Bell the cat.” At about one o'clock as the captains
left we first pelted them with snowhalls and then
cheered them, both of which honours they took with
equally good humour. After a great deal of fatigue
(for it is hard work dancing in such heavy clothing,
especially as we use a little more exertion than we
would at a ball on shore) I was glad to get to bed at
three o'clock in the morning, and I quite forgot that
it was Sunday morning, and in fact Sunday was a
complete day of rest. 1 afterwards did a bit of a
picture of the scene which has been greatly praised,
and I have been asked to get it engraved and so
ensured against loss, but there are two people to give
their consent to that; but I shall wait till we get to
England before I say anything about it, and then I
mlght oet two or three things hthﬂgr&phei sz the.g: o
are worth it, and the interest excited a the ships
oreat. The next day, to end the fe
had racing in sacks, mt&hmg
tail, and Llllﬂ.bﬂ]g a grease
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on the 6th we cast off, the ice appearing slack to the
southward. We left a cask with a paper in it on the
ice, signed by all the officers of both ships, and my
1-’e*nu:; was left entire. We did not make much
progress, for we were stopped next day. We might
h:n:t:‘- gone to the westward, but Captain Ross was
determined to go eastward as Bellingshausen, the
Russian navigator, was obliged to turn back, and |
think he thought there was land near. We caught a
seal 11 feet 4 inches long here, and some enormous
penguins weighing upwards of 70 pounds, but j:he
largest we caught afterwards weighed 79—I think
about the largest ever caught. The Krebus l:augh‘t a
seal larger by a few inches in length, and weighing
upwards of 800 pounds. |

Jan. 9th.  On the same spot we were Christmas
Day, and blowing hard, so we were in hopes it wuu.ld
break the ice up; but alas, no, we were in despair,
fearing we should not get beyond W&ddell-._ There
appeared no prospect of it ; still, Captain Ross
severed, and I believe he was the only i
sald 1t was capital, Just the thing he wanted
think he wanted to make the best of a
but he said he never looked a ‘
things, and he was right. WQ:
floe piece on the 15th, and the ice we
heavy, and, it blowing a strong b
westward, we made sail, tc
ice. She kept ﬂtrlkmg
bells ringing.  QOp _"' 1
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weather became very thick and misty ; at about half
past five we found ourselves close to a ]:H'f_ft‘. ':u‘.l'g,
in very dangerous proximity. We were obliged to
make all sail, still keeping fast to our floe, and
just cleared it ; it was an immense mass, and
through the mist appeared more so than it really
was.  We were drifting right down on it, and there
was a Im:wy swell on at the time; the next mnrning
it was blowing very hard. The Zrebus carried away
two hawsers and lost two ice anchors, and we ]ﬂat
one ol each.

[ must now tell you of one g&lﬂ of wind the most
dangerous | was ever in—Dbut this is not m scape |
alluded to in the commencement of my ;'_f__'_ but wa
bad enough, as our hawsers carried away a
obliged to let go. On the morning of m#
blew a heavy gale of wind ; there we w
midst of very heavy ice with a very hu‘ty
The ship at times striking hard, it was Yﬂ?
to pass clear of the lﬂ.I‘gEEt PIEEEH Whiﬁh '*-'
times to crush us.  We had no sail set b but the main
top sail clewed down, and set the fﬁ 8a
and then to forge her ahead. At ﬂm
see the Jorebus's top-mast-bends, the swell
(and she was close to us).
that the pieces we came against wo
powder ; and in fact no ordinaz
have stood such a hamme
would soon have knoek ol
were afraid for our be
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l'xlrnﬂ‘lvt1tW‘I| nogreater |:unn ir| o r]1|hl|lrl VTllH'll Wi
broken and rendered useless at ten in the forenooy.

tely ground
i round, sphttimg 1t all the way up, tore two of the

braces of the gudgeons out of the stern-holts an
carried away three of the pintles (all of which were
the wize of a line-of-battle ship's), and the rudder as i
was was immovable. The Zrebus also wrung the head
of hers,  Here we were then, two unmanageahle Hhipa
drifting about m an unknown son, axpeﬂt.ing land to
be under our Tee, and no possibility of helping our-
selves. Wo got our spare rudder up, and put it
I...;-;u*lfn'r, but could do tmthing more, and wo had o
doubt whether it would Hhip or not OWiﬁg to the
gudgeons heing torn away, | suppose the doekyard
men t.lmught. that impuﬂﬂill]ﬁ, and. mamdaf]g

) oy
PR DO - (e
el g

_\ t1l[|ut1l1‘ nrf' 10 ;111|- Illltlt‘l‘ il :iglqt ¢-|||11}1]‘

. o

spare gudgeons between the others and pintles
spare rudder to mateh, they were hoth ﬁtﬁd’ g

J i ECR) \

haps you will not understand my tﬂﬂhﬂiﬂ&l;_'
but if vou ask Captain Blake (to whom if you li

may show the letter as it may be inte -1’ o
' B, T

ho will 1 know be Kkind mmugh to explai

anxionsly did we watceh the

lower (with one cxception) than we had e

.

bofore,  The weather moderated towards e
the next day (the 21st) we were en

fast to a piece of o, which 1 agsu
very glad to do, We immedinke

damage, The Erebus's ruc i
wao I‘ulll.l:hﬂli llp Ours a8 g 8 m: _}?



| )

filling up with oak plank, and hooping it round with ice

saws which we were obliged to cut up for the purpose.

We had great difhenlty in shipping the spare one,

owing to the remaining gudgeons being bent, and

after trying for a whole day we managed it, and it
is now holding by three instead of six. Our other
damages were not much ;5 both ships lost a great deal
of copper, which was curled up like brown paper, a
great deal of it about the bows being 80 o0z., or nearly
three times the usual thickness. All the steps on the
sides were torn off, and we carried away a spare top-
sail yard which protruded a little too far out. Every
one said they had never seen or experienced such an
awful day. Those that had been to the north con-
fessed that in all their dangers there they had nothing
equal to that.  The usual smile had gone from Captain
Ross” countenance and he looked anxious and careworn.,
They said he was most anxious for this ship, she having
been so badly handled to the northward, which she
has never recovered. The day after making fast was
Sunday ; we were at work all day and night, but they
had church i the ZFArebus, and it may give you an
idea of what Captain Ross thought of 1t when he said
that beautiful prayer or tha.nkagwmg :u:L “ Horms

of Prayer to be used atl ;o \cing “ Oh mo
mighty and graclnuﬁ good '

el
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: va v bhut a poor ide -
gale,  The sketeh will give you b POOT 1dea of oy

aituation on the 20th,

ol Wl

rrear g Pt

We cast off on the 27th and made n little Eﬂﬂthiﬂg';
and made fagt again on the 29th, We had a graut
alarm on the 27th, the day we cast off'; t]JE'Wﬂﬁﬂf.fflP
being very damp, and the lower deck in uanaﬁq
heing also very damp, we lighted the ﬂppammg
lor warming the ship.  About two in the
thought there was more smoke than there o
and 1 went and asked if they had hoen Plle’h
fuel on, and was told that they had Ilﬂt'nﬂ 'ﬂ
alter clouds of smolko burst up the hatehwa
stilling, 'We knew then that Eumﬂbhi-ng h
and the tube I.Im,t,unl}r nught Lo have en ’-:':.
muii.i.ing smoke into all the ﬂﬂbinl‘,_._-h
hot, 8o much 80 that in the mp ___'-'h"
not hear my hand near the aperture, [ tho!
the stove had been #0 hented “ {




'F'ji

]_“ ”]]q—]hr‘n\'l YeI' we l!'-r'll_ '||I1." h'll 1‘“”‘]“1 unlhr we l..-“

and passed water down and poured it down the smoke
funnel ; we could hardly work, the clouds of smoke
were so dense.  After about three hours hard work we
got the fire under, and found that a number of plugs
supplied for the Pateraroes which had been stowed ; in
the funnel, and all of which we thought to be out,
had taken fire and caused the alarm. It is well we
got off as we did, for the ship is so lumbered with
Lﬂltllmﬂtlblﬂ matter that any part of the ship taking
fire would be attended with serious results.

On the 31st we cast off, and, to our inexpressible
delight, on the 2nd February we were in clear water.
We had been now since the 23rd December coming
100 miles ; do you not call that perseverance? But
the season was now so far advanced that we had little
hopes of doing anything. This was in Lat. 68° S.,
and last year we had turned back from 78° on the
11th February, so we thought that we should soon
have to turn.

On the morning we got clear I had an accident
that put me on the sick list for some time. A jug
of boiling water capsized by the roll of the ship over
my right hand and raised a dehghtfl;l bhatar, lmd Ilﬂ_ bl
my work is mostly r:ghir k it was a great




vear before, and in Lat. 77 crossed 1t.  On the 20th
February we had a dreadful gale, not from the force
of the “TimL for that is nothing ; but the spray as it
hroke over us froze when it touched the deck, so
that there was not a particle of the ship visible for jce,
Between the deadeyes of the lower rigging was a
perfect mass, and all overhead gear carried away
from the weight of ice which formed in large lumps
on it. The worst of this kind of weather is the
unmanageable state of the ship, and the men of the
watch cannot move to warm themselves, and when a
spray comes over them they are literally moving
lamps of ice. At midnight we made a pack right
ahead. After beating the gear with sticks for half
an hour we managed to wear, but the Erehus could
not till the third time of trial. We thought Guptaln
Ross would have turned back after that, for it m
very evident that the winter had set in; but nﬁ;
became finer, and to the southward we ateered
on the 23rd, at half past seven in the eveni
reached the highest southern latitude ever re:
being six miles further than we were la.ﬂb" 52’
was a lovely evening, and the last ten
miles we were E&lllnﬂ' t.hrnugh pancake ic
ice of this year's growth. I have gl,
outline on the other side of the sheet.
sounded, and we tacked in tha Sp
neither ship could say she w
No one will ever beat that in

may safely say. The barm. ~




emotpuadaad 3003 0z1 03 08 woIf JoLLIEq JO ySay
Z¥81 ‘e Liwnaqeg ‘renuvg 091 oyl YO SWONIE} OGE SSUrpunog

‘M o191 "OROT ARV '§ 0T 8! LVT NI ,MOMHH]T , ANV ,SNdAHY, SAIHY 'W'H

e R ks A

; B e e s Rt e b -.dua....\.__.r ”
- . Rl ik\&%\-:}hﬁﬁ?ﬂ.ﬂ‘.ﬂuﬁl J

FFE - B o g

ot

—r=

i ——— o e #‘lu'.l.ﬂl”lﬁF — — e —— llu - — T
. = e e —— = R Ty = - = - e e e e i MR U S
g — == SIS e e
|||||| i e T IIL..-. e
ARVE T TR
R ELS AR TR AR MRS
e .-..II = L-Hh.ul...._..lllw.rrrm uun.u o T i T
= Iu.“”.-r.l“_... - . e =
L Y e e _ L e =
o P ] .-..-:.-.h.... M

A



24

where we made 1t last year, but more irregular, and
appeared to rise gradually inland (if I may so term
it). We steered along it to the northward, and next
day we had the rendezvous *“ Falkland Islands.” We
steered back along the edge of the pack, and on the
26th passed through a great quantity of very yellow
yvoung ice; some of it was bottled off. 1 did not
preserve any, for I have but barely sufficient room
for myself without bottled water.
On the 28th, in the afternoon, we got amongst a
great number of icebergs (which always congregate
at the point of a pack); some of them were several
miles in extent, and at one time we counted ninety.
Towards evening we found we had got into a regular
bay of them, and were obliged to haul close on a
wind to clear them. Just before 9 o’clock the Erebus
weathered a large one (which was a great object to
weather), about a quarter of a mile, and we being tq:“ 5
leeward weathered it also, but within thirty yards;
the sea between us and it was like a cauldron
boiling water, and breaking against it with g
fury. I hardly breathed while we were passin
The hands were on deck to tack, but ah& ulc
not have gone round. They said in the E th
1t was a very pretty sight, but more ._;..:.: el
those that are safe than to those oresent. T
15 not the best in the world for
on, but “a bad E&rpenter"——mi'
verb. I must get on, for [ s .r—‘*‘; |
On the 1st March we ag.,ﬁ aw t
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l.,ﬂwﬂl round the sharp end of one off which were a
areat number of seals. This was in Lat. 674°. My
hand had got well, but broke out again, havine used
it too much, for my work was greatly ]ml]in;L and
(aptain Ross had given me a chart to make, about
30 inches long and 50 broad, besides two circular
ones to fill up—in case of falling in with any home-
ward bound ship off the Horn he would have one

— = *—-—s_'-‘.="':--""-‘-f—_
i e ‘#-br:;—.-_—-—-:_ -
?:r.::-'-z'fﬂ _.E:!R ﬂfrﬂﬂf ,ZJF-";E@-.«E

e

ready to go. By keeping to the westward of the
track we went down in we kept GIH&I' nf the pack; >
We passed many icebergs, but saw nothing of the
pack, which we wm,_" pi N
closing in vm-y_-_j [
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ihe 10th, 11th or 12th, so we Hattered ourselves we
were clear of it altogether, and were Etf:ering east
for Long. 1257, a spot marked by Major Sabine as
the :-alu';t-.nf maximum intensity, which we have found
incorrect.

And now, my dearest Emily, I approach the awful
morning of the 13th ; but I must pause and consider
how 1 am to relate it, for when my thoughts lead me
from one circumstance to another connected with it I
shudder and feel sick; but I will first deseribe the
events circumstantially and then tell you my own
thoughts about it. On the morning of Saturday,
12th March, the wind was light, but it rapidly
increased and by noon it blew very hard, and the
evening set in stormy and very thick hazy weather,
with a heavy sea running and pitch dark. At mid-
night we passed what was thought to be an ice-blink
(that is a light thrown from large masses of ice).
On Sunday morning it was my messmate Moore's
watch, when he thought he saw an ice-blink ahead and
broad on one of our bows.* We were going ne: X
eight knots and had just reefed the tupﬁﬂ.lla, W
were going to haul up to clear it on the othe:
but the Zrelus made the signal to keep fu
and we bore away again, closing th&
Moore had told the captain, who was on
time, and asked him to haul up w:l.
Erebus, who apparently did not see
going to do 80 at 12.50 when thﬁ 1

* The port bow is mmt-—nm |




goen the we ahead, but not that which was now well
on our beam and which she could not have weathered,
and she could not have tacked in such a heavy sea. and
there was no room.  She must have run ri;_:‘ht on the
berg, which was now dimly visible with a small dark-
ness that looked like a gap or a small opening in it.
Her destruction would have been inevitable, but Pro-
vidence, by a dreadful accident, averted that calamity
and saved her, for, as we were both suddenly hauling
to the wind on opposite tacks, we came in contact ; the
Frebus striking this ship heavily on the starboard cat-
head, breaking our anchor right in two and taking the
cat-head and a part of the anchor away, carrying away
flying jibboom and jibboom, the former of which broke
i three places and snapped close off at the cap, and
carriedd away the lower studding-sail boom. Her
damage was much greater, losing her bowsprit close
off at the bows, fore-top-mast and main-top-gallant-
mast, and the whole of the cat-head and anchor.
After striking several times very hard she worked
further aft, our anchors being cleared.  She next
struck us near the gangway, she then splintered the
immense strengthening pieces uutmda which premmd
our being cut down, Our y ‘#w ﬁ M :,. W m
atevery roll, and broke all the boon irons,
Whluh came o : SR RN ey o TN
She m (
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work. We then separated, she carrying away our

spanker-boom.
All this time we had been bodily drifting on the

bergs, so that when we cleared the Frebus we found
an enormous iceberg close under our lee. A dreadful
shipwreck and death then appeared inevitable ; there
was no alternative but to run for the dark place we
had seen before, which might be an opening, or be
smashed on the face of the clifft. The helm was
immediately put a-starboard, and with the assistance
of the sails she answered it very well. —We were
immediately rushing past an enormous berg, the ship
being perfectly covered with the foam caused by the
sea breaking against it. KEvery moment we were ex-
pecting the ship to strike ice rigcht ahead. * Hard-a-
port” was screamed out from forward (then indeed
hope died within us) ; ““ Hard-a-port; brace round the
head-yards.” *Shiver the main-top-sail,” eried the
Captain, as if he were steering into any harbour. Ther
men flew to the ropes, althnuﬂ'h I should think at
moment that there was not one on board but thmi ht
all hope was fled. She came round, and passed throi
an opening between two bergs not twme thﬁ b
of the ship, the foam and spray dashing over t
cacl: side as we passed. Several other a |
given owing to the brash (small a
the bergs) looking like more bergs in th
but we were safe, but did not know it.
was “ Where’s the Erbus? "—-m o
made us entirely forget her for the ' .
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"I_I]l'll.l“lh h' 4I‘r'llt1iHH lhl‘ull"'ll {he H'mnln to hind
welrd

hor. We burnt a hlue hght, and soon after had the
121

' L& (arnet “]Hl h Wi il'l'lllll‘-
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diately answered ; we knew then that she was safe,
which with her losses we never expec ted.  We then lay
to. anxiously wi aiting for :'1*1}11"111 to find the extent
of her damages. As soon as it could be distinguished
he made the signal that: *“ All was well, and that
they could repair all their dmnagm. We answered :
« Thank God, we are the same.”’

And now, my dearest Emily, I must if possible
Jescribe my own proceedings and feelings during
that eventful hour, for it was not more than that
time from our gﬂttiﬂg fﬂl,ll t-i].l we were Hﬂfﬂi IW[IE
in bed, and on the sick list with my hand. I had
heen awoke by the noise of reefing topsails, and lay
awake listening. 1 knew something must be wrong,
by the constant commands to the helmsman, At
last some one regularly sereamed out down the fore
hatchway, < All hands bear a hand on deck, every
one " —and immediately after came a crash.  * Good
God,” eried I, “we are foul of an iceberg.” 1

opened my door, to pravant 1t-u being jammed,
hurriedly put on twn, or thr se articles of dr
Jumped up the tehway, fu |

Ellﬁ' of an m
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down : our men had all rushed up half naked and were
perfectly bewildered. Nothing could lmidune more
than we had, which was to set the fore-sail and brace
the head yards up. Crash, crash, again and again as
she worked aft. I had gone under the ice-plank, as I
“,{pw.t-,m] every moment to see her fﬂl‘E-lﬂﬂE-!-t- come on
board of us, which would have taken our mizzen-mast
in its fall, and I had more protection under a heavy
piece of wood than on the open deck, but, thanks be
to God, a belly-stay (an extra stay to the fore-mast
independent of the bowsprit) held it. Up she would
stand ; *“ Clear the ice-plank,” cried a dozen voices ;
down she came, crash went the ice-plank, at the same :
time the boat was cut in two as if with an immense
hatchet. “ Thank God, she is clear,” eried I, as she
passed under our stern, snapping our spanker-boom
in two as if it had been a straw. e
But my joy was of short continuance, for no i
sooner were we clear of the Frebus than we had tl |
immense berg under our lee, and so close that -
already appeared to be in the foam. M}' though
from this time till we were through the pas
were agonising. I believe myself to be no ¢
I have often been in danger, and 7
had more than my share of it, but nex
moments did I in reality know :.;.r- |
Emily, what were my fears ?
before a severe though mermful ;
was not fit to die. What would I pot |
at that time for a single d&y t@ .:

-".
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quch an awful change! What thoughts passed in
rapid auecession through my brain!  The events of a
lite ]nq-ml in review before me in a few moments,
and what had I to trust to to expect merey ? Alas,
nothing. 1 thought of my poor dear, dear mother,
that she should lose a second son, and no one to bear
the tale—the years of suspense and hope she would
be in, to be at last disappointed. Emily, I thought
of all these things, but the occurrences themselves
took much less time than it has taken me to write
them. 1 wonder now I did not lose my self-posses-
sion ; but no, perhaps it was from example that I did
not, but I repeated the orders and got what was
necessary done more coolly in appearance than I felt.
The Captain himself, when 1t was all over, said that
he had not the slichtest idea what he did during the
time or how we got through. The men on the whole
behaved very well throughout ; only one was running
about out of his senses, but two or three were erymng.
It was truly the time when “ shrieked the timid and
stood still the brave.” I looked round me when

the first blue light was burnt, and, to see the ghna!;ly
appearance of a‘vsryanﬂ’ﬂ m mw‘#m[_'l'l'_ v and

-‘l:. s 1 _I'-. _____
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His almighty mercy, to prepare myself for a change.
[ eried with the Psalmist, * Oh Lord. teach us to

number our days, that we may apply our hearts

unto wisdom. "
Emily, I fear I have been doing wrong in entering
SO minnt-e]r into all the circumstances of that dread-
ful time, but these are the thoughts I wrote the same
dav, and I then determined to send them to you
without alteration. I think you will bear me witness
that I never alarm you, but on this occasion you
must return thanks to God for his preservation of
vour brother. But you must not from this be
alarmed for my safety in the next trip; consider,
—we were supposed to be all clear of dangers, and
next time we shall come directly north instead of
running along in dark nights in the parallel of 60°.
We might go a thousand times more to the South
Pole without experiencing one-half the dangers we
have this time. The following diagram may give
you an idea of our situation, in which the arrow
denotes the direction of the wind ; the red the Terror,
and the black the Erebus: the dutted line the o
age the ships made thmu':rh the water

the strokes across the Ehlpg are the :.._,,
were braced. I cannot attempt any

ships with my pen and ink, it we
to give the slightest effect of the intense ¢
You may imagine the force with whiel
struck us when T tell you that hﬂ-



.|r'| uIL frzl-”ii'lj,ll' IHII.'-IL IIII.W-. COTG iH t'H”iHinn wit.h Oonr

Hifli‘ “hil'll llt'll\-'l'. ”Ht II:L]HIH Hl.ila IIJ'_!:FIL ill[,r; ]]n]" Lhr”“;_.:].
*'“I'T"'r ”||n| II.” . HIH.I- iH ||‘|iH W.’I.r}’ HIH'. t'.nll"a-"ll',}!mi ||, HO)()
miles, when it must have worked out, 1 have written

all this at sca, fearing I shall not have time in harbour,
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and in one way in the same state, that is, we had
not one on the sick list, and the Zrebus only one.
But the ships, how different! We ]]ﬂ!:h of _us
look perfectly shattered. All I %mve written con-
cerning the Zrebus 1s correct with the exception
that she did not lose her main-top-gallant-mast,
but we cut her gunwale down to the deck, and the
anchor that was drove into her side broke and left
a large piece in. They describe the scene much the
same as I have done; they gave themselves over,
and say that when we cleared them we appeared to
bound forward to what they thought certain destruc-
tion. We disappeared suddenly, and they did not
believe the gap was an opening between two bergs,
but merely an indentation in one. They, after part-
ing, set the main-sail and backed the yard (the fore-sail
was split and unmanageable owing to the top-mast
lying across it). They then backed close to one berg
(the seas breaking right over her), and when close
to 1t filled and went through the same opening. I
think a little attention to the diagram may give yol f&
a better idea than my written description. P
On the 2nd April, directly to the south ward of the
Horn, the Erebus had the misfortune to ose a maj
it was blowing very fresh and a heavyf';_ sea wh
fell from the main yard, struck the gum
overboard ; he got on the lifebuoy and was
an hour, but hefore the ships could fetch ]
fallen off and was drowned, She is
for that is the third she has 193#’
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On our arrival here, there was not a despe
letter waiting for any one; we had ma.de
getting some and were of course much di
but fortunately the Governor had a Hiwy 1, ;
brought good news with 1it, for we faaml
(‘rozier was promoted, as also the first L 0
senior mate of the Erebus, and last, not |
our shipmate Mowbray, at which I assure you all]
were delighted. Mowbray’s was unexy scte _' altl
God knows he deserved it long ago.
helieve it for some time, he was perfeﬁtly yver]
in fact I never heard more sincere congratulati
from everyone than I did to him, for he 1 IET__ ) m
liked. Of course he expected to remain as clerk

charge,but to his great a&tﬂmshmentCaptamRoﬁ

v i-.'_'

them all (with the exception of Captain Crozier) ar

'I! .F 't..-nh,.." -

acting order to serve in their new ranks. Itis certainly S

q‘_.'i.' :I-F' -_

a great stretch of power and more than an adm gl
would dare do, but Captain Ross does it on the *‘:
that he could not spare the services of one of them{ %:3

and that it would be an act of injustice to let themh #EJ
remain as they were when the Admiralty thought them :':'-.;
fit to serve in a higher capacity. His having thIﬂB .
great friends in the Admiralty, he thinks, will eonﬁ.rm, 5 g
his appointments, and he says he can now make cer-
tain of every one's promotion ; and it promises well, :'- H
for the old Admiralty made all he applied for. Ido
not know if I told you that he wrote about me from
the Bay of Islands to Captain Beaufort : I saw a copy

of it, it was very flattering, certainly, but you know



[ am not over sanguine and do not put much faith i
recommendations,  However I think you may look
at the bottom of the hat of masters about this timoe
twelvemonths, but mind I only hope so thnn, h’ﬁ‘ll
apect it when the ship T luuti off. 1 waa deli __
to see that Inu; ram was pt‘nnmtﬂt] I seo uim T '
old messmates,
We have very strong reports that we ax 0
here till we proceed south agmn. ﬂ:ﬂ iﬁ
Admiralty allow us to do so; if ¢t
shall remain eight or nine mnnthﬁ _
close this I may be able taotel]yml‘ﬁ
I shall not be sorry if we do, for ther
of spending money ; we live on | o
and snipe, and pay nothing for any
of the place is that we cannot
or anything in that way ; but if%
pected every day, is sent to Rio with
we shall be able to send for rice mﬁ&
Of course I am \\‘L‘rﬂ{i'ﬂg away at ¢ ':r:; yar
have got to do all T did last year over again,  We an
gomng to lay the ships on shore at this Pl&
Frebus is .1111*.1-.1*\' clearing out to do so. T
vatories are up and at work, so we are aIL sy
shall be glad to see the day we are not,
turn over now to the first page, for (
expected) I must begin to cross. g
May Day. It is fortunate for you. am
for 1 was gomg to write another 115 Y
this, but 1 lmw not time and so I n a“
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37 24 ﬁ{ |
is too melancholy, and I find I have said more J
ought. [ am afraid 1t will make you unmr ;. .
what I SEHCEI'E]}" wish to take Plﬂﬂﬂ—"thltl iﬂ‘ _: {
trip to the southward. I certainly hope
although I think it will delay my 11
the same time you receive this you .:
another from me enclosing a bill for ﬁ '
also two letters that T wish forwarded and th
paid on, as also do for the one e ....
probably trouble you with some
only way I can send them. I am
for I have been working night and day to
charts ready for England which must go. I'h
have complied with my request with regard

t ~ 8

y I3

s P LR
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music | asked you to send to Miss Steph en ;
not like them to think me ungrateful for their )
kindnesses to me. If you have not, ‘
send it and I will pay for it. Also if
another of those fincy fairs at which nick-nacks are
selling so cheap please buy a whole lot for me, for I
have got a whole host of little sweethearts r
Antipodes and I must send them something by ,F -_
by. I have made a new acquaintance to-day
Lieutenant Robinson of the Arrow; he says he lmaﬁt
father, and knows you all ; he knew me, too, W'hﬂ:»
I was a boy. He is likely to go to England,
he says he will call. I hope he will, if it is any
satisfaction to you. He offered to take
anything, but I thought on this occasion you -
prefer paying the post and getting them quicker than

By T,
vonla
Juia
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otherwise. He asked if you were married yet, I told
him that I hoped so, although I was not aware of it ;
in fact T hope you are both well married before this,
but Gosport 1s not the best place in the world for that
kind of thing.

May 2nd. I have finished my chart, and Captain
Ross said it could not be better, which is a great deal
from him. So now good-bye. I do not know how
you will manage to wade through all this. Give m!_
kind love to Henry and Home when you write, and t q*
aunts when you see them. Kiss my dear, daa.r s;ﬁp‘%‘_
for me, or I will send her one myself here in '31_%_
corner X I hope and trust she is well in health,l_ |

for ]]Ilen you may kiss her—and }'uu.‘rﬂelfb

fI'lEI.'ld"E I am, as I ever shall remain,

Your affectionate brother, o

»
—I." -'I.ll.

.1

I have got three days’ holidays now my chart i
finished, and then I must begin again. I dﬁ’
know if I told you—if I have there is no ha:rm )
repeating 1t, and that is to write to me immedmt@
you receive this, directing to the Falkland Islands via E g
Rio Janeiro, sending at the same time one or two *9-"':}
letters if you have received any for me: after that
continue to send to the Cape. God bless you. Gmd-s
bye. Munday the son of the baker is quite well, and ”j
as fat as a pig. I need notsay that Mowbray is well,,
but not quite so fat. S
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