to India’s coral strand, Ann Savours describes the journeys and motivations of geographer

and historian Siv Clements Markham.

LEMENTS RoOBERT MARKHAM

was born in the Yorkshire vil-

lage of Stillingfleet on July
20th, 1830, the son of the Reverend
D.F. Markham, vicar of Stillingflee
and a Canon of Windsor, He died in
1916 in the midst of the First Waorld
War. As a voung man, he served as a
cadet and midshipman in the Royal
Navy. Though he did not make his
career in the service, he retamed an
affection for it throughout his life.
During his vears in the India Office
{from 1854) he was instrumental in
the preservation of the records of the
East India Company. He was also a
prolific biographer, his book on
Richard 111 in 1906 being a proneer-
ing awempt to rehabilitate  that
monarch. His interests and publica-
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‘After Escape off Devil's Thumib':
Watercolour by |. Hamilion from
original sketches macle by E.K. Kane on
the first US Franklin Search expedition
of 1850-51. Markham made his first
Arctic voyage also in 1850-51.

tions were wide-ranging, encompiss-
ing South India, Persia, Ethiopia and
Tibet. But his first love was Peru,
which he encountered as a lourteen-
year-ald naval cadet, and the polas
regions his second. Later in life, he
hecame Hon, Secretary of both the
Roval {'.1_'1:1=|1|l_||:|'|1'l|| Society and the
Hakluvt Sociew. Elected President of
the Royal Geographical Society in
1893, it was Markham who picked
Robert Falcon Scotl to command the
MNational Antarctic  Expedition ol

1914, which made the first extensive
inland journeys on the oy southern
continent.

The Markham family moved (o
Essex when Clements was eight vears
(}tll, but he never lost his ;II‘I[':_';i.,Hl!'I'
to Yorkshire. Educated away from
hiomme at a private school in Cheam
and then at Westminster School in
London, he seems o have had a
happy childhood and 1o have shiwn
an carly interest in history and geog-
raphy. At the age of wen Clements
wrote a history of Englaned, which his
father printed and bound. He wias
just fourteen when he left Westmin-
ster to enter the navy aboard the old
wooden sailing warship HMS Calling-
wood, bound for the Pacific under
the command of Sir George

v Savsrr?’
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Sevimol _".n:|,|||1||:l.||ii1,'1! bv his own
voung family and even a cow (for the
children’s benelit) Sevimour and his
wife kept a Kindly eve on the young
cadets during the long vovage roaned
{ apm Horn o Callao, the [rart ol
Lima on the west coast of South
Amerca. On arrival in "|..|i|'|.LI.|.I-\.II- in
December 1844, Admiral Sevmouw
took over command of the Pacific
Station. Young Markham never for-
ot his fiest sight of Peru, from the
decks of the stately line-of~hattle 'q.l!li|.l
in Callao harbour. In old age, he
described “the bright green plain ris-
ing by a gentle '\.I-::-|11' 1o Lthe moun
tains, with the white towers of Lima
appearing on its further skirts, and
bBehind, the mighty cordillera rising

Callao Harbour, 1866, Markham got his
first glimpse of Peru when his ship, the
HMS Collingreoad, berthed here in
December 1844,

| |'||:' [} .||||:'I‘\ al that

into the clowds’
time were taunght not only naviga
tion, but French and Spanish, so that
Markham was able to make [riends
ashore, conversing For instance with
an old ]:l]il."|| and with Sefora H'“I.;._-
rins, sister of the Liberator of Chile.
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back: the 14-vear-old naval
cacdet Clements Markham, by Thomas
Richmond, 1544,

Four vears later, and after vovages of
over 83,000 miles, the Collingwond
entered Portsmonth harbour on July
10k, 18348, Mar kham had |11'||.|.|r1,'1l H
child and retwmed a voung man.
lhe next two vears were spent in
rather routine duties in Brish and
Mediterrancan waters, but in April
1850} 1I.[.l:l],.l'l.ltll sailed |||I 1|l¢,' Arctic
in HMS Assestance, commanded Dy
( '.I'I.l|..li|| Ommanney,
logether with another well-strength
ened wooden saihing ship, HMS Resoe-
Tute,  they [ormedd the Arctic
Squadron, which was sent by the

Ermsmus

e
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Markham's own pencil and ink sketches
of the Peruvian landscape, from his
Travels in Peru ¢ 1853,

Admiralty to search for Sir John
Franklin, Franklin and his well-
equipped  expedition had  disap-
peared while seeking the last link in
the North West Passage between the
Atlantic and the Pacilic Oceans
north of the Canadian mainland,
Franklin's ships, the Erbus and the
Terrar,  had  departed  from  the
Thames in May 1845, with three
veears” supplies, and it was still hoped
that they might be found,

In & rare linde book, Fraekiin's Foor-
stefs, published on his retwrm from
the Arctic in 1853, Markham not
only recounted his own experiences,
but wrote about earlier vovages aned
the history of Greenb ind. He was
particularly intrigued by the cen-
turies-old remains of deserted Eski-
mo encanpinents and burial places,
in high northern latitdes, puzeling
as 1o where the ancient imhabitants
had gone, there being no living
descendants nearby. In o paper given
to the Roval Geographical Society in

1865 *On the origin and migrations
ol the Greenland Esquimaux’,
Markham was the first to put forwird
the now generally aceepted theon
that these “ancient wanderers’ had
migrated from west 1o east across the
continent of North America 1o peo-
ple Greenland,

During the dark months of the
Aretic winter, when the ships were
beset in the sea ice, housed in with
waggon cloth and warmed by special
stoves, classes in writing and arith-
maetic were run for the men, while
the officers ook advantage of the
excellent libraries on board, Begulan
meteorological and other observi-
tions were made, Musical evenings,
masquerades and thearrical works
performed by hoth officers and men
enlivencd the winter and helped o

ﬂﬁ- AR ARER R 1M T 2
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keep up morale. In his  book,
Markham included the lines of
pantomime, Zero, or Harlequin Light,
plaved at the “Royal Arctic Theatre'
in February 1851 aboard HMS Assis-
tamee. In this first publication, we see
voung Clements Markham as a writer
of history and a recorder of events,
He also contributed to the ship's
newspaper, Awrora Barals, publishecd
in London as Arefie Miseellanies
(1851).

However, he had not forgotien
Peru. He had taken & Quechua dic-
thomary to te Arcnc and was able 1o
borrow a grammar of the Inea lan-
guage from the surgeon of the Ass-
tanee, having already devoured The
History af the Conguest of Pera (1847)
s the distinguished Amencan schaol-
ar W.H. Prescott. During the Arctic
expedition, Clements decided 1o
leave the Roval Navy and return to
Peru, Despite disapproving of this
course, Canon Markham gave his
son L300, bidding him what was 1o
prove a last frewell on \ilj.,ll'\l! 2th,
1852, the day Clements” journey o
America began. Alter crossing the
Atlantic, Markham spent ten davs in
New Hampshire with W.H, Prescon
{who was blind), who taught him
about hastorical method and encour-
aged him o see for himsell the
plices he planned w weite aboot,

Markham aimed o visit Cozeo -

Markham found himsell as charmed by
the living Peruvians he encountered on
his travels as he was intrigued by their

Inca ancestors. {From Cuzen ond Lin.)




the ancient capital of the Incas,
largely destroved by the Spanish con-
guistadores, high in the Andes an
far inlamd = especially as no English
teaveller hael written about it b he
also wished (o study the Inca ruins
anel 1o explore Pern more widely. His
visit went extremely well. He trav-
elled with two mules and was made
welcome inoall parts of the country,
making many friends along the way,
He threw himself imto Peruvian life,
attending mass or going 1o parties
and Festivals with the Funilies who
offered him hospiality. Many charac-
ters From all levels of society groce
the pages of his journal. (published
foor the first timie in 1991 ). OF partic-
ular interest were his conversations
with the crras or Roman Catholic
pricsts, who usually knew the Indians
well, aned were learned in Quechua
and the raditons and dramas of the
Incas. The voung man stayed in
harciendas,  shepherds”  hwis,  the
homes of the priests, in caves at sea
level and on mountain sides thou-
sands of feet high, withstanding rap-
ical hear and biter cold. Sometimes
he was entertained i stvle, and @
ather times he shared a lasi crust
with his guide on the wild and lofy,
trecless snow-covered plain, where

FROM GREENLAND'S ICY MOUNTAINS

they endeavoured o sleep withowt
shelter,  wrapped  in ponchos,
Markham was partcularly interested
in the Indians, whose dress, occupa-
tons, howses, crafts, food and dreink
he described in detil, including
their use of aloe as timber and (o
make rope bridges across the grea
rivers. He spent several evenings
copving the manuscripts of the ven-
erable curr of Lares, an Inca descen-
dant, which included a book of
Cechun songs and the drama Afu
(Mlantay, which he later translated
and published in London. He also
vistted a number of Inca ruins, which
he sketched and described, and he
spent a period in Cugeo iself,

On his return o Callao, Markham
wis shiocked to learn of his father's
death from an old copy of The Thmes,
He hurmied home and landed at
Southampton in September [E53,
The book which resulted from these
travels appeared in 1856, [t was
almost divided in two, covering hoth
the Incas and modern Peru. The
long title outlines 1ts scope: CUACE,
a juieraey o the ancient cafital of Pera,
with an accorent of the history, language,
literatire and awtiguities of the fneas,
and LIMA, n owisit fo the cafritel and
frrevintees of mendern Pery, with o sketek
of the vieervgal grvernnent, history of Hee
refriihfic anel o review of the literature and

‘Bridge across the River Apurimac,
Peru’, from Markham's book on Cuzeo
and Limea, 1856, He was fascinated by the

use of aloe in making rope bridges.

A Catholic cure receiving Peruvian
women ¢ 1800, Markham found the
pricsts’ knowledge of the native peoples,
their lnguage and culture, invaluable.

saciely of Perie. He ended the hook
with the following wordls:

Ihe writer of the preceding pages,

undertaking i jourmey o Pen soledy
with a view 1o the exunination of is
anticpuities, and the
muagmificent scenery, soon foumd that

enpament of s
the unallected kindness of s warme-
hearted inlabitins was even more
attractive than the r]n'i:h 'i:IIII'H:'\[.IIIh"_
history of the Incas: and in
corrchusion be can only sw that a
joermney through the land of the
Children of the Sun s one of the
st enjovithle expeditions thint cin
pu“il:h b milenaken,

Markham was to publish and cor-
respond on Inca and Peruvian sub-
jects for the rest of his life, with such
works as The War between Perwe and
Chile (1882) and The fneas of Pern
{ 19103,

Outside  Lowther Lodge, the
house of the Roval Geographical
Societv in London, stands a bust of
Markham, Iis inscription reads:

Ihis monument o the memory of Sir
{demens Markham, K.OCH, FRS
and for 12 vears President of the
Rowal Geographical Society, was
erected in the vear 1921 by the
PERUVIAN NATION in gratitude For
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his services as Historian of their
l"“”“]':f.

Markham met his future wife
Minna Chichester, daughter of the
Recior of Arlingron, in July 1856 and
proposed to her in November, They
were martied in April 1857 and their
only child, May, was borm in October
1859, The couple had many interests
in common, including languages,
Minna was able o help Clements in
many of his translations from Span-
ish or Dutch, She hersell translated
from the Dutch a book edited by her
husbaned about the sixteenth-century
Mogul Emperor Akbar (18749), They
were happily married for nearly sixiy
VEUTS,

Markham’s third visit 1o Pern dif-
fered greatly from his Previous ones,
In 1859, he was sent by the newly
established India Office, which hacl

The lure of the Arciic proved enduring
for Markham (by J. Hamilton from an
original skeich by E.K. Kane, 1850-51).
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superseded the Honourable Easi
India Company in ruling British
India, to collect seeds and voung
specimens of varieties of the cin-
chona tree, This was a project which
he himself had suggested, following
on from carlier proposals. He had
become aware of the rothless
destruction of the
trees, from  whose
bark quinine was
manufaciured, in
hath Pern  and
Bolivia. The only

Markham aimed to
transplant the

Three natives of the island of Disko
photographed by the Nares expedition
in July 1875, Markham reluctantly had 1o
leave the expedition at this point (o
return 1o England.

return from India in 1862, and in
Peruvsan Back { 1880) can be read the
story of the often perilous journeys
to collect the plants from the thickly
forested valleyvs and mouniain sides
of the Andes in Ecoador and Pery,
and of the subsequent travels of the
precious specimens themselves, fol-
lowed by their establishment in
South India and Cevlon. Markham
was joined in South America by the
celebrated  botanist Dr - Richard
Spruce, assisted by the Scottish gar-
dener Robert Cross, and by G
Pritchet, formerly agent of the
Ecuador Land Company, who was
already familiar with the Huanueo
province of Peru, Both of them col-
lected in different
areas lrom  Mark-
ham. Towards the
end of April 1860,
Markham, with
John Weir, the gar-

source of the drag |_'i||{-]'|“”;| tree to India dener from Kew, a

time  was
South America.
Markham  empha-
sised inoall his writ-
ings that his aim was
e transplant  the
trees  in sufficiem
fquantity to India, so that the ordi-
nury  people could buy  quinine
cheaply and combat the seourge o
malaria,

In the pages of his Travels in Peru
and India, published soon after his

at  that

so that the poor could
buy quinine cheaply.

mestizo  and  two
pack  mules  des-
cended from  the
pass over the east-
ern Andes and v
elled from an arctic
o a sub-tropical cli-
mate, losing nearly 7.000 feet in thir-
ty miles, the scenery increasing in
grandeur as they vavelled, His party
spent a fortnight in the wopical for
est and by mid-May had collecied
529 cinchona plants during theis




laborious travels among giant lorest
trees, matted undergrowth, great
ferns, mpid streams, yellow mud, fall-
en hamboo, roting leaves, biting
flies and hornets’ nests, The cin-
chona was eventually established in
the hill regions of India, mainly
under Markham's supervision from
the India Office, in co-operation
with Kew. As a result, the price of
quinine  dropped. from  wenty
shillings an ounce o a few pence,
hecoming alffordable o the poor
people of India, as Markham had
hoped. Tt also benefited members of
the Indian Civil Service and the
British Forces in the Far East

Donovan  Williams  has  drawn
attention to Markham's successiul
ellorts during the vears 1B67-77 10
bring order out of chaos at the India
Office, as far as the geographical
records were concerned. On his
appointment to the Geographical
Department in 1868, he Tound a
sorry state of affairs — an archivist’s
and historian’s nightmare.

The old cormespondence books had
|H.‘|:'II ill:'\'lll.l'u'rl'l.. SUIFvVeY ||"|||:|;l« |'.|1.
ignored, there was no amangement
fror wtilising the work of the surveys;
ane the invaluable collection of maps
ane geographical documents were

The British naval expedition to the
Arctic, 1875-76. Markham campaigned
for the voyage. Combining science with
cxploration, one of s aims was (o reach
the Morth Pale,

heaped ina comer of @ passage.
Muny of the maps looked like much
usedd coffee-house mblecloths; folded
in unequal sections, the margins
fraved, aned the edges tatered and
WEITL SWaY .

[Sinee TA3G] all the maps, journals
and other records had been case asicle
to rot and perish .. Ancient journals
of great navigaters ... have

disappeared, and many of the Laer
IeTHirs and survevs . ane missing

S0 Markham wrote in his Memoir on
the Tudinn .\'Hr:'.'r}'n. {1871 and 1878).

B ————
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“The Most Northerly Encampmient of
HMS Alerf', by R.B. Beechey, 1877,

He later edited and published some
of the surviving documents and also
wrote a history of Persia published in
1874,

His vears at the India Office were
not entrely desk-bound. In 1867, he
was appointed Geographer to a
British  punitive  expedition 1o
Abwssinia, o which an archacologist,
a meteorologist and a geologist were
also appointed. On his return, he
wrote A fistory of the Abyssinian expedi-
fien, published in 1869, which con-
tains a lengthy introduction on the
country's history, His deseriptions in
the narratve of the old Christian
churches are particularly interesting,

Another absence from his desk
was made 1o accompany the British
Arctic Expedition of 1875-76, com-
manded by Sir George Nares who
was a veleran of the Franklin Search
and Captain of HMS Challenger dur-
ing the early vears of her famous
oceanographic vovage in the 1870s,
Markham had played a prominent
part in the campaign to get official
approval for the expedition, one of
whose aims was o reach the North
Pole. A notable conribution was his
history of Arctic exploration, The
threshold ;.l_lf the wriknown g'rll‘.l'.uu (1873
and later editions. ) It was also at this
time that he compiled the Astic Ny
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List, [773-1873 (1875).
satled in HMS Adert, commanded by

his cousin and xt||5~|-|||u-!|| Biopra

Markham

pher, Albert Hastings Markham, who
relates that Clements became a grea
favourite with both officers and crew,
betng described by one officer as a
‘peripatetc encvclopaedia” and thar
hee quickly got to know the life story
of every soul on board. He trans
ferred 1o HMS Valerowus, the -‘-“-l'[’l"
ship, off the coast of West Greenland
for the return vovage and reached
England again after three months’
absence in late Augast 1875, He haad
far excecded his II:'..t'l.I ol absence
from the India Office and was more
or less obliped o resign from his
paost there in 1877, He seems 1o have
I':"ul:lll it .|i||11|\[ ||1|!?IF:‘«"-iiJE" [ £} il:l i_l'.l-ll
the -11.I'il-|.l: ket of the Fovernment
1i|'}|.1| tment established o take over
the administration of British India
from *John Company’.

During the vears after his depar-
ture from the India Office, Markham
still continued as Honorary Secretary
of both the Roval Geographical Soci-
ety and the Hakluvt Socieny, He edit-
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ed and rransbaed more volumes lor
travels of
Cieea de Leon, 155%2-50,

the batter, including thi
Pedro de
chronicler of the Incas and their
'\|'l.l1li'1|t conguerors, and the vovages
of William Ballin, the old Arvctic navi-
Lo,
taken up with other literary works,
i |.I||||I|:_-| twis vial

His boundless energy was

umes for the Naw
]{l'('irll'\ HI?I. ey, i
life of John Davis
the Navigator and
the lives of Edward
VI {1907) and of
Ricluard 111 {1906,
not o mention  a
history of Majorca
and Minorea, pub-
lished in 1908 and
The  fneax of Peru
(1aleyy,  Markham
was a spirited biographer, conscious
of the need o refer 1w oriEinal
soirces and to visit the batlefields of
the Wars of the Roses and the Civil
War for his lives of Richard T and
the "Great Locd Fairfax™ (1870), He

Wils alwivs inierestedd i the

As an old man,
Markham was to O T
mourn the tragic
deaths of Scott’s
South Pole party.

Sir Clements Markham by George
Henry, 1913, The |:|.'|i11|ir|.|_1 on the wall
depicts the folliage and flower of the
cinchona (quinine) plint.

genealogy of his subjects and also of
his shipmates in the navy, one ol
whom was Sir Leopold MoClintock
who discovered the fate of the lost
Franklin l'\[ll.'l:liﬂllll. and whose life
wits written by Markham in his ald
afe f|.l|I|ﬂi*-]Il:'|’| 1), He had earlie:
published a life of James Rennell
[ 18495), “the greatest -_;|'||_-_;|:.||||'!e-| i
Grrean Britain has ver produced’, who
Wals A ||HI=|1‘|'I||I1 IS II|1I|'H'|'| m
both geography and sceanography
Markham's writings were Gu-rngeing
and he may have depended on them
to make a living (despite a pension
[rom the India Odfice), since he held
only honorary office in the Roval
LETET l",._'].l;?'lil Al and Hakluvt societies.
However, one gains the impression
that he was driven to write because
he had something worthwhile to say
His mumerous works for the Hakluye
and Nawvy
unpadd

In 1896, Mackbham was knighred i
Windsor Castle bn ﬂ_lum'u Viewors

.I{l.": '.:lltl."- S i('ll!"\ LEY S

1
recogniton of his greal service (o

geographical science’, having heen
elected Prosidenit of the Rovial Geo
graphical Saciew three vears carlier
.|:|l.| '|I.L'\II|'; I'.JI!'\III('!! WL A | ||||, ]|'.I|'|-
national Geographical Congress ol
1895 in London. He was thus in a
proaminent  position 0 advocar
well-known
L& 1} l.'.IIIIr;.'_I.IFrEII:'I [ |||||!| Murrav) the
Antarctic explortion,

I'he Antarctic

regions were then

very  littde  known

and the interior of

the  aoy

:||-:_;|-1|-.|-| with  the

renewal of

continent
by
explored ar all; in
Fact it was uncertain
whether such @ con-
nent
Markham eventually
became “Managing
Owiner” of SY fisem
ey, an auxilinry ba

designed  [or the

existed

que, specially
MNatonal Antarctic |'_\|H'|||Ii:|||| o
1901-04, jointly organised by the
Eoval Geographical Society and the
Rowal Society,

lhe story has often been tald of
Markham™ rale in the choice of



commuander — Robert Falcon Scott -
whom he saw win a cutter race in the
West Inches as a cader in 1887 and
met by chance again in London in
18RS, Markhaom was conscious of the
need for the leader 1o be a voung
naval officer, a good sailor with expe-
rience of sailing vessels, a navigaton
with a knowledge of surveving, He
should he of scientific trn of mind,
having both imagmation and enthu-
sinsm. According o Markham his
temperament should be cool, he
must be calm, vet quick and decisive
in action, a man of resource, acilul
and sympathetic. Captain Egerton,
who had both Arctic experience and
a knowledge of the vounger genera-
tion of naval officers, thoroughly rec-
ommended Scou, who was then the
“Torpedo Lientenant” of HMS Majges
tie, Egerton’s ship, In June 1900,
Scoi was appointed to the commmand
of the expedition.

Fhe Diseovery made her winter
quarters in McoMurdo Sound at the
head of the Ross Sea.
sledging journeys were made during
twor simmers = the first ever, Much
pioneering scientific work was done
and the resulis published by the
British Muscum { Natural History)
and the Roval Sociery. The Disemery
hersell was 1w make two further

Extensive

expeditions o the Antarctic in 1925
27 and 1929.31. She is now berthed
in Dundee, where she was buili

As an old man, Markham was 1o
mourn the tragic deaths of Caprain
scott’s South Pole party, during his
second and last expedition in the
Terra Nova of 1910 w0 1915, Clements
was writing o lengthy history of polar
cxploration, published in 1923 as
The Lands of Silenee at the time of his
death on Januvary 29th, 1916, as well
as editing vet another volume for the
Hakluvt Society, also I_HI‘1||1||1||H|_|I-||'\

Discovery's CENTENARY

T 2000, Discovery eefebrtes her cenbenary

i Lot ncler, wfeve she s build for the
Natiomal Antarctie | wfeelition af XU -0

The Antereiic wes still vir-
.’rrrr.'.’\. wekeererern ft The times iis
cevest fared been saghied by 0
ntiner if vessels, foad o ome
hired expleed snlend neross the
Cerwnal fee Bevrvier”, Seoft s
expieclition was the firsl fo do
s, Ann Savours” book The
Vewages of the Iiscovery:
the Mistrated History of
Scotts Ship i feingr

Discovery leaves Cowes, 1901,
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Markham with his ill-Tated protége
Robert Faleon Scott and his wife
RKathleen aboard Terra Nove in 1910,

published, He died from the shock
of setting his bed-<clothes on fire,
while reading by candle light as he
had dene as a mid-shipman (ignor-
ing the electric light insmlled in the
rocin ).

Markham’s two passions, Pern andd
i’tl!a.' I."";l:llll-lqirirﬁll_ Were \'Ill'lr_Hl1il:.|.]|||
united on July 20ch, 1921, when the
biranize bust presented o the RGS by
the government of Peru was first cov-
ered by the flag of the Discovery and
then unvelled at the entrance to
Lowther Lodge, 1o reveal, in the
then libranan's words, ‘the old Presi-
dent on Hll.il'r| at the ||r|-1|;|!a. oo thie
Society he loved so well”. He stands
there stll,
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